GENEVA

FLANCO. I do, sir. That government is a govern-
ment of cads, I stand for a great cause; and I have not
talked about it, as these two adventurers talk: I have
fought for it: fought and won.

JUDGE.  And what, may we ask, is the great cause?

FLANCO. I stand simply for government by gentle-
men against government by cads. I stand for the
religion of gentlemen against the irreligion of cads.
For me there are only two classes, gentlemen and cads:
only two faiths: Catholics and heretics. The horrible
vulgarity called democracy has given political power
to the cads and the heretics. I am determined that the
world shall not be ruled by cads nor its children
brought up as heretics, I maintain that all spare money
should be devoted to the breeding of gentlemen. In
that I have the great body of public opinion behind
me. Take a plebiscite of the whole civilized world;
and not a vote will be cast against me. The natural
men, the farmers and peasants, will support me to a
man, and to a woman. Even the peasants whom you
have crowded into your towns and demoralized by
street life and trade unionism, will know in their souls
that I am the salvation of the world.

BBDE. A Saviour, no less! Eh?

FLANCO. Do not be profane. I am a Catholic officer
and gentleman, with the beliefs, traditions, and duties
of my class and my faith. I could not sit idly reading
and talking whilst the civilization established by that
faith and that order was being destroyed by the mob.
Nobody else would do anything but read seditious
pamphlets and talk, talk, talk. It was necessary to
fight, fight, fight to restore order in the world. I
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